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Hello Church! 
 
On New Year’s day, if you had said to me that in less than 
three months we would be doing ministry once again without 
a building and, worse yet, without being able to gather people 
together, I would have thought you had lost your mind.  That 
certainly wasn’t anywhere on my radar.  In fact, we were 
busily planning to re-vamp our Praise Service, with a possible 

shut down and re-launch sometime in the late fall.  Remember that old saying, if 
you want to make God laugh, tell her your plans?  Well… 
 
I believe God has all kinds of plans for us.  In this time of ‘Stay Home, Stay 
Safe,’ we are discovering that God’s plans may have nothing to do with a 
building and meeting physically together.  It’s been so exciting to see the people 
who have joined us for online worship.  I suspect God is working on their 
hearts.  It’s been cool to see how our teens have adapted to Zoom meetings for 
Bible study and games It’s like they were born to it!  Even our Wednesday 
evening Bible study has dipped it’s toe into the digital world.   
 
None of this was on our radar in January; but God knew.  I can just hear God 
saying: ‘Check it out!  I’m doing a new thing - again!  Join me!’  We have and we 
will continue to do so.  Here are some of the ways we are engaging in new ways 
of mission and service: 
 

• Sunday Worship - Facebook.com/pumcmi  live @ 10:00 am. 

• Worship is also posted on our website - portlandumc.org 

• Words of Encouragement - Tuesdays @ noon on Facebook 

• Weekly Worship Invites - Fridays @ noon on Facebook 

• Adult Bible Study Group - Wednesdays @ 6:30pm on Zoom 

• Youth Bible Study - Tuesdays @ 8pm on Zoom 

• Youth Game Night - Thursdays @ 8pm on Zoom 
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The Open Door 
Open hearts.  Open minds.  Open doors. 

We believe in God and in each other. 
The People of The United Methodist Church 
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Attendance for April 

Week Of: On-Line Facebook Live 
SONiC & 
Groups 

4/5/2020* 74 21 

4/9 & 4/10 28 & 27 N/A 

4/12/2020* 84 24 

4/19/2020* 68 22 

4/26/2020* 80 19 

Hours: Monday 9am-noon    
 Thursday 4-7pm 
 
Monetary donations may be mailed to 
Portland Food Bank, 310 E. Bridge St., 
Portland, MI  48875 
 
Thank you for all you do for your community!  — 
Beth 

Continued from Page 1 
 

• Story Time for Children (in the works!) 

• Do you have an idea for an online group?  Let 
me know and I’ll help you get it going! 

 
God didn’t send us this virus, but God has certainly 
used it to move us into new venues of sharing the 
Word and loving our neighbors. 
 
One final note. Thank you to all who are 
continuing to support the ministries of our 
church through your faithful giving.  We are 
averaging about $445.00 less per week in giving than 
before the ‘Stay Home, Stay Safe’ order went into 
effect.  We understand that some of you are not 
working. If this is your situation, please don’t worry 
about not giving!  This is not a sign of your 
unfaithfulness, it is simply an unavoidable 
consequence of our times.  If you are still working, 
or have been blessed with extra, please consider 
giving a bit more.   
 
We are reaching new people every week through 
our on-line worship.  I can’t wait to see where this 
road leads. 
 
See you on the web! 
Pastor Tish 
 

P.S. Don’t forget to “share” every Facebook post to 

your timeline.  New people are joining us! 

MAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Facebook Live Services @ 10:00 am 

www.facebook.com/pumcmi 
 
 

 

 

Follow! 
 An Invitation to Christian Discipleship 

 

May 3: Follow Your Failures  

John 21:15-25  

May 10: Follow Your Mentors 

John 14:15-31  

May 17: Follow Your Mission 

Matthew 28:16-20  

May 24: Follow Your Changes 

John 16:5-16  

May 31: ...stay tuned. 

* Worship held on Facebook Live due to Corona Virus pandemic. 
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Year-To-Date as of April 30, 2020 
 

Income 
    Offering   $61,043.99 
    Misc. Income  $  3,257.76 
    $64,301.75 
Expenses 
 

Pastoral Support  $30,572.19 
Lay Support   $  9,690.29 
Ministry Shares  $  5,689.90* 
Administration & Building  $ 19,617.42 
Ministry & Mission   $     814.10 
Total Expenses  $66,383.90  

 
Difference    $2,082.15 
                —————————————— 
 *Represents two Ministry Share offerings so far this year. 

We have not paid March or April. 
 

Please consider electronic giving 
during this challenging time.  

Thank you! 

 

Worship. Does it seem like it’s a lot harder to 
worship at home than it is to worship together 

on Sunday?  When you worship at home, you 
have to invest the time and energy to research a 
devotion or scripture or a message as opposed 
to on Sunday just sitting in the sanctuary and 
having it all prepared for you.  
 
When we worship in the sanctuary, we have a 
beautiful environment with stain glass windows, 
an altar and Bible. I might suggest that you find 
a place to set up a worship center in your home 
that the entire family could use for worship time 
together.  
 
Besides the upper room devotional that is 
available outside the parsonage there are a 
plethora of messages and devotionals on 

Facebook, on YouTube, and on Google. You 
can also listen live to Christian radio stations. If 
you have Pandora or Apple Music or Spotify, 
you can choose to listen to Christian music as 
well. Cable television has a list of music stations, 
and Christian music is one of the choices.  
 
I am hoping that you have discovered that you 
actually have more opportunities to worship 
now that we have more time at home.  One of 
the most important ways to worship is to offer 
God your praise and thanksgiving multiple times 
a day to show your complete love and trust in 
Him. This is something we can do every day 
whether we have a stay-at-home order or not. I 
hope we will continue to do this even after we 

are worshiping together again on Sundays.  
 
Blessings!   Sherry Miller 

A WORD ON 
WORSHIP 

The Upper Room Devotional Guides for May/June 
are now available. 

• Pick up at the parsonage: 309 
Grape Street 

• Go to www.upperroom.org/covid-
19 to download or use our website 
link (Events>What’s Happening).  

Due to the Coronavirus and 
the precautions we must 
take to ensure safety for 
everyone, we are sorry to 
announce that the 2020 

Memorial Day Chicken BBQ is canceled. 



 

 

SONiC News 
 
 

Physically distant, socially engaged. That 
is how I will be approaching the month of 
May. I am not sure when we will be able 
to meet up in person again, but that 
doesn’t mean we can’t connect. 
 
We have been meeting over Zoom at 8 
pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays. On 
Tuesdays, we have a group study. We 
have spent the month of April on finding 
new creative ways to pray. Thursdays are 
our game nights. We have utilized 
jackbox games, adapted card games, and 
had a scavenger hunt.  
 
I am currently adapting a study on fears 
to be used over zoom for the month of 
May, and I am always looking for game 
adaptations to be used. I am also hoping 
to host a movie night over Netflix watch 
party on one of our Thursday night 
meetups. 
 
If you have a teen who is looking to 
connect and has not joined our zoom 
meetings, feel free to contact me.  
 
My number is (989) 640-5250 and my 
email is bethbeckett@gmail.com. You 
could also send a message to our 
Facebook page.  
 
Stay safe.  I am looking forward to the 
day when we can meet up in person! 
Have a blessed month. 
 
-Beth Feldpausch 
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Zoom!  The new wave of  Youth 
Ministry - We’re rockin’ it! 

Are you, or do you have, a 2020 graduate 
in your family?  This year celebrations will 
be a little different, but we don’t want to 
miss the opportunity to say 
‘Congratulations!’   We are asking our 
grads to make a video of  themselves to be 
posted on Facebook the week of  May 17.  If  
you would like to participate, please contact 
Beth Feldpausch (see her info in the SONiC 
news article). 

NOTICE:  We are sad to 
announce that Wesley Woods 

has canceled all summer 
camps for 2020. 

mailto:bethbeckett@gmail.com
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Please pray for our Service Men & Women: 
Elisabeth Bullen   
Scott Lumbert Rob Marvin 
Luke May Marcus Olger 
Marc Robertson Matthew Shaltry 
Jonathan Steele Luke Terpstra 
Michael Tiemann Justin Clark 

Amanda’s Family 
Joshua Buker 
Kristin (Mosser) Connelly 
Lori Diné 
Bruce Daman 
Fran Daman’s family 
Louis Fulkerson 
Gary Hutson 
Toni Ivey 
Pat Johnson 
Samantha Johnson 
Rev. Keith Laidler 
Sharon (Hill) Longstreth 
Damon Mallek 
Joe Milhomens 
Doug & Marsha Miller 
Sam Mitchell 
Vicki Moulton 
Del Ortwine 
Kathy Riley 

Kathleen Robertson 
Darrel & Shelia Rich 
Laura Beth Rich 
Eileen Rose 
Jody Schnetzler 
Jim Selden 
Scott Shay 
David Showerman 
Scott & Kristen Smith 
Diana Spangler 
Wilma Thompson 
Dalilah Tubergen 
Robert and Ella Tyler 
John West 
Brian Wohlscheid 
Lizzie Whitaker 
Anne Zimmer 

If you have a concern to be addressed by our prayer 
chain, please contact Wendy Mallek at 647-6366, by  

E-mail at: mallekw803@yahoo.com, or contact the church. 

Please pray for our Homebound 
Brian Ainslie 
    201 Mall Drive South, Apt #37 
    Lansing, MI 48917-2558 
Jean Almy 
    6876 Reeder Road 
    Lyons, MI  48851 
Doris Babbit  
    223 Charlotte Highway 
    Portland, MI  48875 
Margaret Clements 
     4775 Village Drive, Apt. #36 
     Grand Ledge, MI  48837 
Bruce Daman 
    4000 North Michigan Road 
    Dimondale, MI  48821 
Mary Alice Lawless 
    4775 Village Drive, Apt. 49  
    Grand Ledge , MI  48837 
Doris Long 
  200 Blossom Drive 
  Portland, MI  48875 
Robert Mervau 
    1200 Wright  Avenue  
     Alma, MI 48802 
Bud Moyer 
    4775 Village Dr.—Apt. #227  
    Grand Ledge 48837 
Gerald Peabody 
    204 Blossom Drive 
    Portland, MI 48875 

John West  
    223 Charlotte Hwy 
    Portland, MI 48875 

Please be sure to notify us when 

someone’s name may be removed 
from this prayer list.  Thank you! 

A Prayer of Petition 
 

Loving God, 
If we are ill, strengthen us. 
If we are tired, fortify our spirits. 
If we are anxious, help us to consider the lilies of the field 
and the birds of the air. 
 
Help us not to stockpile treasures from supermarkets in the 
barns of our larders. 
Don't let fear cause us to overlook the needs of others more 
vulnerable than ourselves. 
Fix our eyes on your story and our hearts on your grace. 
 
Help us always to hold fast to the good, 
See the good in others, 
And remember there is just one world, one hope, 
One everlasting love, with baskets of bread for everyone. 
 
In Jesus we make our prayer, 
The one who suffered, died and was raised to new life, 
In whom we trust these days and all days, 
 
Amen. 
 
~ written by The Rev. Barbara Glasson, President of the Methodist Conference - U.K. 

For the family of  Kenneth Wheeler who 
died April 27, 2020.  He is Deb Hoskins’ 
father and Patsy Buckley’s brother-in-law. 



Hello PUMC Family, 
 
Welcome from the Millers.  In these difficult times we may not be 
seeing each other as much as we'd like.  However, you are all in our 
prayers as I have no doubt we are in yours. As the song says, "We are 
Family".  It’s hard to believe that it has been over 40 years since we 
walked through the door on Bridge Street and became part of the 
PUMC family. Where does the time go?!!  How many of you remember 
the pastors in that time period: Rev. Harold Homer, Pastor Dow 
Chamberlain, Pastor Stan Finkbeiner, Pastor Elaine Buker, Pastor Scott 
Otis, Pastor Dale Crawford, Pastor Greg Wolfe, Pastor Keith Treman, 
Pastor Tish.  We can’t forget Pastor Paul Bailey.  He may not have been officially the Pastor but he was 
PASTOR to a lot of us. (Hope I didn't forget anyone.)  It’s been a long time and these days....well it’s getting 
harder and harder to........well most of you know.  All of these men and women have shaped our church and our 
family.  They have helped to make us what we are today, assured us and showed us that we have a Father in 
Heaven on whom we can always depend.  Also, they have shown us that we are not alone and that we are part 
of a family right here in our own little church.  
 
But now to the past.  Sherry grew up as the daughter of a Methodist pastor and as a result lived in many 
different towns throughout Michigan: Rockford, Brown City and Buchanan (where she graduated from high 
school) to name a few.  Roger grew up in Brooklyn from the time he was two years of age.  We both went to 
Albion College, where we met and were married.  Daughter Renee was born there and she later went to Albion 
College herself.  From there we moved to Ann Arbor and the University of Michigan, where Roger went to 
Dental school and daughter Rachel was born.  After Graduation, in 1978, we moved to Portland and opened a 
dental practice and the rest is history. And yes Rachel did go back to U of M to go to college. GO BLUE!  
Son Rory was born here in Lansing. 
 
Sherry received her degree in Music Therapy from that school in East Lansing, GO GREEN.  She taught music 
at St Pats, opened her own music studio giving lessons in piano and voice.  She was youth leader at the church, 
directed and led the community youth musicals, organized the contemporary praise team at church, and served 
as worship leader.  She continues to play organ for the church, play piano for the choir, lead the contemporary 
praise team at church, and pretty much anything else that needs doing.  As you can see she is a very dedicated 
and active woman.   
 
Roger has been Ad Council chair for over 30 years, head of SPRC and Lay leader. Also, he was a Sunday School 
Teacher and an assistant to the Youth Group.  He and Linda Croel took our first group to Ichthus and over the 
years never missed any of the subsequent trips to Wilmore that our Youth took.   He also loved Church Camp 
and over many, many years served as counselor, Dean and even nurse when one was needed.  Senior High camp 
is one of his very favorite memories of his Christian Journey.  Currently, he sings in the choir and helps out on 
the praise team when needed.  
 
And now life goes on.  We don't know what the future holds, probably slowing down and looking at retirement 
someday.  But we do know that the church has been a big part in making us who and what we are AND that it 
will be a big part of our lives as we move forward. 
 
It has been such a privilege for us to be part of the PUMC family.  Our kids were 
raised here. Our grand kids are being raised in the church. And a lot of what they are 
and who we are, we owe to our church family here in Portland.  
 
THANK YOU ALL - Roger & Sherry Miller 
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We ‘tag’ Allen & 
Arlene Randall! 


